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Via E-Mail:  Richard.Timme@uscg.mil 
 
 
December 8, 2020 
 
RADM Timme 
United States Coast Guard 
 
Ref:  Official Appeal of American Bureau of Shipping DOC Decision  
 
 
Dear RADM Timme, 
 
It is with much disappointment that I must send this request to the USCG.  
 
I would like to start by thanking Captain Tama, yourself and your staff for everyone’s 
patience and guidance through these most difficult times in Bouchard Transportation Co., 
Inc.’s (Bouchard) 100 plus year history. 
  
On Monday, in response to a letter from my new President of Bouchard Transportation 
Co., Inc. asking American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) to conduct a Document of 
Compliance (DOC) audit on behalf of the United States Coast Guard within the next week 
or two, Bouchard received a letter from the American Bureau of Shipping refusing our 
request.  As you and I have discussed on several occasions, Bouchard Transportation 
Co., Inc. is unable to return to operation without a DOC, particularly from ABS, being a 
United States Jones Act operator (one of the largest). 
 
As you know, Bouchard personnel have been working very diligently in the last several 
months since the filing of its Chapter 11 Petition to correct all deficiencies previously 
noted, as well as to improve its compliance policies and protocols.  We believe we have 
made great strides in this regard, and that we are ready to participate in and pass a DOC 
compliance audit.  ABS has been Bouchard’s Classification Society for over 100 years 
and, as a result, it is most familiar with the Bouchard equipment and compliance policies, 
procedures and protocols, and is the Class Society in the best position to conduct the 
requested DOC compliance audit.  As you are also aware, the Coast Guard has 
delegated its statutory authority to ABS and other worldwide Classification Societies to 
conduct DOC compliance audits for and on behalf of the US Coast Guard.  We believe 
that ABS, as the Congressionally recognized Classification Society of the United States, 
is the only Class that can effectively and timely conduct a Jones Act operator’s DOC 
Compliance Audit.  For Bouchard time is of the essence under the current circumstances 
that it finds itself in respect to obtaining its DOC so that it can become operational again, 
work its way out of the Chapter 11 situation, and be a productive operator again in the US 
Jones Act trade.   
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From the Office of: 
Morton S. Bouchard III 

Chairman / CEO 
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Bouchard Transportation Co., Inc. is respectfully requesting that the US Coast Guard 
intervene and instruct ABS to abide by the statutory obligations delegated to them by the 
US Coast Guard and perform the audit in the time frame requested in a professional 
manner.  Bouchard and I appreciate all of your support and look forward to returning 
Bouchard Transportation Co., Inc. to operation by year end. 
  
I thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 

 
 
 
Morton S. Bouchard III 
Chairman / CEO 
 
MSBIII/md 
 
cc: Adm Karl Schultz   
  Senator Chuck Schumer   
  Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 
  Congressman Peter King  
  Congressman Lee Zeldin 
  Congressman Alfonse D’Amato (Retired)  
  Chairman Sean Patrick Maloney (NY) 
  Ranking Member Bob Gibbs (OH) 
  Chairman Corey Gardner 
  Ranking Member Tammy Baldwin 
  Elaine Chao 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Morton S. Bouchard III 
Chairman / CEO 
 
MSBIII/md 
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U.S. Department o�· 
Homeland Security • 

United States 

Coast Guard 

Owner of, 
MN DONNA J. BOUCHARD ON: 
1257374 and, B. NO. 272 ON: 1257375 
Bouchard Transportation 
58 South Service Rd, Suite 150 
Melville, NY 11747 

Commander 
United States Coast Guard 
Sector New Orleans 

200 Hendee St 
New Orleans. LA 70114 
Phone: (504) 365-2544 
Fax: (504) 365-2510 
Email: sccnola@uscg.mil 

16200 
May 28, 2020 

CAPTAIN OF THE PORT ORDER 204-20 (Amendment One) 

My office has been informed that the DONNA J. BOUCHARD (ON: 1257374) and B. NO. 272 (ON: 
1257375) intends to have an unattended navigational watch while at berth at Avondale. The B. NO. 
272 is currently missing an anchor and does not have the requisite three means of holding in the 
Mississippi River during periods of high water. There are also outstanding inspection requirements 
on the tug and barge. I am therefore issuing the following orders under my authority as Captain of the 
Port: 

a. While the Mississippi River reads above eight feet on the Carrollton Gauge, and when not
securely moored to a pier, your vessel must have tug(s) of adequate horsepower standing by
alongside until the anchor is replaced and operational.

b. You shall submit a written salvage plan prior to the vessel departing port documenting how the
lost anchor will be located and subsequently recovered, or a statement explaining why such
location and recovery is not possible.

c. The Master must submit to me a written statement attesting to the fact the main engines will
be ready for immediate use in the event the vessel anchors in the Mississippi River before the
anchor is replaced.

d. You shall submit in writing to the COTP the serial number of the lost anchor to aid in
identification if the anchor is recovered in the future.

e. The vessel shall submit proof to my office that the B. NO. 272 anchor has been repaired and/or
replaced.

f. If your vessel and/or barge will anchor in the Lower Mississippi River after departing from
Avondale, you must notify me of your intended anchorage location at least 24 hours prior to
departing Avondale. Based on the condition of the vessel, I may issue further orders at that
time.

g. Properly crew your vessels with at a minimum, one Master, one Mate, one Able Seaman
and one Ordinary Seaman in accordance with the vessel's Certificate of Inspection.

Additionally, the tug/barge units' Certificate of Inspection anniversary dates have lapsed and requires 
an inspection and annual endorsements per the vessels' regulatory requirements prior to the vessel 
leaving its berth under the vessel's own propulsion/power. 

Failure to comply with this Order will result in my office taking appropriate actions. 
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